MAKING A DIFFERENCE

From the Spark to the Blaze

The two-year-old alternative puhllshmg house is helping educate and sensitise children
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shared commitmett to educate
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stiadents and teachers brought
thres: woarmen together and ignited the
idem of Spark-India. The Hewdernbad-
basod albermmtive publisking hause is
less  than  twe-vears-old amd  ls
.'-|:m.e||:|}' puablished oeer halfa-dozen
titlesy ench & labauy of several Bbours of
prinslerming - bebtween the aothors
arnd the publishing team,

Each af the series brought owt by
Spark-Tndia hag eertaln defined alyjes
tives, The Intest Empathyr Series, Tor
Instance; 1s almed al sensitising ohil
dren towards people with dizsabilitics
and teaching thesn toleranoe without
maralising or presching, “Childnin are
naturally sensitbve 1o differences but
ried kernwledlge mlso fo mpke them tol-
eranl and pware of peaple with special
repds,” soys Tamvir Igbal, & Spark-
India partnes and o speech therapisl,
She soys there are no casy BnSwers
whide dealingg wilh ek Surh a5 iesn
s0it's best to deseribe the sloey as tis
ard et children decide on their own.

The Nelping Hand, the first book I
Lhe ]":rnpnlh_l.' Laries, bells the stary of
growing upwith disabdlity “We dida't
want (o label the disability. W just
deseribe the porson pa somecns who
feeds special educnlion and socinlises
ina specific way.” siys author Karsa-
icshi Balasubrompninn, The story is
waven around o young giel, Komal, as
she struggles to come to gripe and
gracdually grows to sevepl her brother
Tarun, wha is born with dissbility,

A second book, fecising on ket
disability bul again without naming
i, iz in the pipeline, “In
the old days, parents of
children with dizability
woild squirm and hide
them awsy Todoy, agel-
futles have changed and
these chlldsen ame beco-
ming mome vistble,™ says
Igbal. Besides bringing
cut books to sensitise
children abaut plvsical
dizahility, ' Spark-India
[z alen planning books
with stories on I=sues

Though Spark-India’s

books are meant for

primary students, it
recently got an enquiry

from Pune where they
wanted to use them
for MSc students.

From left: Kamakshi Babsubramanian, Tanvie
lgtsal, Sheel, Lakehmi Rameshwar Rao

such ag single moltherbood, ndopiion
and abnple parenting,

Spork-Indin bps been the plomeer in
bringing out local storles in the glob-
ally sucecessful Big Book formal.
Thieze  sirople stories with enlasmed
text and eolourful us-
tratiores enmble children
in & class to “share® &
boak  and enjoy  the
story together Az tho
chibdremn can gee (i et
casily il belps develop
teeir reading skills,

Thats & huge plue,
given our pvercmowied
classromms,  under-gua-
litied and underpaid tea-
chers - and  lask of
litraries, Another major

imue i5 that in couniries
s as India, children am
expected Lo lemrn & lan-
puade other than  bheir
mather tongwe “Thiz iz
why it becomes imporiang
t4 have inputs that engage
ithe children and help them
learm without seiting amy
fxed rulies. A shared book,
for instanes, due o lis for-
mal, makes it easior for o
child 1o recofnise words
and pittemns and develop
an easly Interest in reading
and books,” savs Lakshmi
Rarnesbwrar Rao, a schools
tescher and poeof the thres
womet filintors  behind
Ep:lr'l:-]nﬂi.:l

Fao has ersal f authored
two  geography - resource
boaks for age Froups 7o 10
pnd 11 to [2 These ape rie-
hiy ithasirated pefernoe
books, packed with infor-
mation in anensr-io-under
stand  format.  “Thouwgh
thege books are for shuge
nits in primary schools, we
had an enquiry from Pupe
where they wanted 1o use
the boak for KSe st
dents,” says Raa, She e
Emg sludents of physical pooprophy
often end up with wesk bagies beeauze
of the bland textbooks used in classes,

This 1z the case wiil other subiocds
bod, While thire’s 2 grow ing number of
boake for cldldren lb:'. Imediaui elul'.'lu;lm
i, eohacational publ'i:hi,rlg for chil-
dren remaing bleak with kids being
svbjoctod todull texts and no referenpe
material ab all, exiepd the standand
coeyciopacdias. Sparl-India i= com-
mitted 1o change thot, @un though
stch niche publishing can prove to be
an eponorbeally dammting chiadlenge
snvs Rao, Hesides ite books, Spn:h:-
Inglia also prodices and edits Teacher
Plus, which, they sap, is the onky mag:
azine meant for teachers in [India,
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